Rheumatoid factor and rheumatoid factor isotypes in loiasis with and without accompanying glomerulonephritis.
We have studied the distribution of rheumatoid factor isotypes amongst patients with loiasis with and without accompanying glomerulonephritis to determine the possible role of rheumatoid factor antiglobulins in this disease. Our findings indicate an increase in both immunoglobulin (Ig) G and IgM rheumatoid factor isotypes in patients with filariasis alone as well as in patients with accompanying glomerulonephritis. No association with IgA rheumatoid factor was found. The raised IgG and IgM rheumatoid factor levels did not correlate with corresponding IgG and IgM levels.